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Last  Friday  I  brought  you  news  of  the  spring  vegetable  market.  Today 
one  of  the  important  fruits  on  the  spring  market  is  to  have  the  attention. 
This  is  the  strawberry  —  our  most  popular  spring  fruit.     Of  all  our  berries, 
the  statistics  show  that  strawberries  are  most  widely  cultivated  and  in 
recent  years  have  been  bringing  their  producers  anywhere  from  22  to  U2  million 
dollars  a  year. 

Perhaps  you  have  noticed  that  strawberry  season  comes  earlier  than  it 
used  to  and  brings  better  berries  to  market.     Beoartment  of  Agriculture  men 
who  have  been  studying  the  matter  explain  that  the  strawberry-growing  business 
has  expanded  in  the  last  10  years,  chiefly  in  the  early-producing  states. 
One  reason  for  this  is  that  horti cultural ists  have  been  breeding  new  varieties 
of  strawberries  to  suit  different  regions  and  growing  seasons.    Plant  breeders 
at  the  Bepartment  of  Agriculture  have  developed  7  new  varieties  in  recent  years 
and  are  still  working  to  produce  berries  with  better  flavor,  more  firmness 
and  better  shipping  quality  as  well  as  to  develop  better  canning  and  preserv- 
ing terries  for  the  commercial  growers,  late  varieties  for  the  North,  and  new 
strains  that  will  resist  disease  for  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Still  another  reason  for  better  berries  on  the  market  is  that  commer- 
cial growers  are  more  interested  now  in  grading  their  product  for  shipment 
so  that  only  the  best  of  it  shall  go  to  market.     Packing  and  shipping  methods 
have  improved,  too,  so  that  berries  keep  better  as  they  travel  and  housewives 
get  fresher  berries  for  their  money. 

All  this  was  particularly  true  of  the  early  strawberries  this  year. 
Florida  berries  have  been  in  the  market  ever  since  December.     A  few  weeks 
after  the  Florida  berries  began  to  appear,  shipments  started  from  the  biggest 
strawberry  state  of  them  all  —  Louisiana.     Louisiana  had  an  unusually  fine 
crop  this  spring.    Now  North  Carolina  is  shipping,  and  so  are  Tennessee,  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  and  Virginia.     After  that,  from  the  East  Coast  to 
the  Rockies  and  then  on  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  home-grown  berries  will  be  coming 
on  the  market  until  midsummer. 


Farm  boys  and  girls  know  the  wild  strawberry  that  grows  in  the  fields 
and  woods  and  along  the  roadsides  all  through  the  eastern  half  of  the  United 
States.    Along  the  Pacific  Coast,  from  Alaska  to  California,  on  the  mountains 
of  Hawaii,  and  along  the  coast  of  Chile  grows  a  beach  strawberry.     These  2 
wild  species,  taken  to  Europe  and  crossed  long  ago,  are  the  ancestors  of  the 
cultivated  strawberry  now  on  the  market  in  this  country  in  some  ~}0  major 
varieties. 
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The  first  commercial  plantings  date  back  to  about  1800.     They  centered 
naturally  around  the  U  largest  markets  —  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Baltimore.     Gradually  strawberry  culture  spread  southward  and  westward,  reach- 
ing Virginia  after  the  Civil  War.    By  this  time  all  the  eastern  and  central 
states  were  growing  strawberries.    Not  until  the  seventies,  eighties,  and 
nineties  when  railroads  and  refrigeration  made  it  possible  could  the  Southern 
States  with  their  warmer  climates  and  long  distances  from  big  markets  make 
strawberry-growing  a  profitable  industry.     Now  these  Southern  States  are  the 
principal  commercial  strawberry-growing  regions.     Florida  berries  can  reach 
New  York,  Boston  or  Chicago  in  fine  condition  for  the  table  in  midwinter. 
A  little  later  as  spring  advances  come  Louisiana  and  the  "second-early" 
berries,  and  finally  the  home-grown  crops. 

Perhaps  you  would  like  to  hear  how  shippers  are  packing  berries  for 
long  journeys  to  market  nowadays.     To  begin  with,  they  know  that  berries  must 
be  in  best  condition  at  the  start  if  they  are  to  stand  the  trip  well,  and  that 
they  must  have  careful  picking  and  careful  packing  in  their  small  boxes. 
These  boxes  the  packers  fasten  firmer  in  crates  and  then  they  fasten  the 
crates  firmly  in  cars  or  trucks  leaving  air  spaces  between  and  around  them. 
A  freight  car  holds  around  kko  24-quart  crates,  or  224  36-quart  crates. 
Often  the  berries  get  a  precooling  before  shipping  so  they  will  be  cold  at 
the  start.     Great  bunkers  of  ice  at  each  end  of  the  freight  car  cool  the 
air  that  circulates  about  the  crate  throughout  the  journey  to  market.  In 
trucks,  dry  ice  on  top  or  between  crates  often  is  the  means  of  keeping  the 
berries  cool. 

Louisiana  berries  usually  go  by  express  and  may  be  ready  for  you  to 
buy  in  Chicago,  or  Cleveland  or  even  Pittsburgh  the  second  morning  after 
shipping.    These  berries  may  be  in  New  York  the  third  morning  and  Boston  the 
fourth.    Berries  that  go  by  freight,  of  course,  go  more  slowly.    But  once  out 
in  the  market  or  grocery  store  where  the  air  is  warm,  strawberries  soften 
quickly  and  any  mold  spreads  rapidly  through  the  box.    The  dealer  knows  he 
must  get  rid  of  his  stock  promptly  in  order  to  satisfy  his  customers'  demand 
for  plump,  perfect  berries  with  good  flavor. 

You  may  be  interested  in  hearing  about  the  strawberries  developed  in 
recent  years  by  men  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     One  of  these  new 
varieties  called  the  Blakemore  has  rapidly  taken  the  place  of  some  of  the 
older  varieties  in  the  South.    The  Blakemore  is  a  tart  berry,  good  for  pre- 
serving and  for  the  general  market.    Another  Department  of  Agriculture  berry 
is  the  Southland, a  high-quality  variety  for  the  home  gardens  of  the  South, 
ior  the  States  of  Oregon  and  Washington  they  developed  the  Redheart  as  a 
variety  for  both  canning  and  freezing,  and  the  Narcissa  for  general  market 
and  home  garden  uses.     The  Bellmar  is  a  recent  berry  offered  as  an  improved 
general-market  variety  for  Maryland  and  New  Jersey.     Then,  for  the  region 
from  Maryland  northward  to  Southern  New  England  and  west  to  Kansas  and 
Nebraska,  the  Dorset t  and  the  Fairfax  are  new  varieties  for  both  the  market 
and  the  home  garden. 
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